
Whole Class Behavior Incentives  
(PBIS recommended) 

 

• Crazy Sock Party – Theme parties are always a lot of fun, and crazy socks are a big hit with 
kids of all ages. Combine the two for a reward that the whole class will look forward to. 

• Extra Recess – Elementary students, in particular, can benefit from extra recess as a means to 
burn off energy. This extra recess can even take shape as a class-wide game outdoors. 

• Eating Lunch in the Classroom or Outside – A change of scenery at lunchtime is a special 
treat. Allowing one class to eat their lunch somewhere besides the cafeteria is a great way to 
build community among a group of students. 

• Story Time – Share a favorite grade-level story that has no lesson plan attached. A story is a 
great way to take a break from class work. 

• Whole Class Project – Who says a class can’t learn something at the same time they get a 
reward? A community service project that the class chooses and develops can be a whole class 
reward that pulls double duty. 

• Special Class Visitor – Enlist the help of your principal, a community leader, or other local 
“celebrity” to come in and speak with your class. Special visitors are always a treat. 

• Extra Credit – Who doesn’t like giving their grades a boost? Offer up extra credit points and 
allow students to choose the subject or assignment to which they are applied. 

• Extra Art Time – Most students enjoy art and feel as if they don’t get enough time to explore 
it. Extra time spent doing art can be a powerful incentive. 

• Field Trip – Everybody loves a field trip! Some field trips can be as close as a neighborhood 
walk. Others might require a bus ride. No matter what you choose as a whole class reward, 
offering a field trip is sure to get buy-in from all of your students. 

• Board Games – Pull out the board games and organize students into groups for a little 
competitive fun. And as a bonus, some board games can help to reinforce concepts you have 
taught in class. 

• Movie Party – There are age-appropriate movies for every grade level. If you’re looking for 
one that teaches positive themes, you have a lot of choices. And no matter what, kids enjoy a 
movie. 

• Pajama Day – A hit with teachers and students alike, wearing your PJs to school is the 
ultimate in comfort. You could even have pajama-themed activities throughout the day, 
depending on the age of the class. 

• Ice cream party – students bring in toppings to share 
• All Day Buffet- students bring in food to share. 
• Break the Rules Day – chew gum, wear a hat etc. 

 

 

 



More Ideas! (From the Brown Bag Teacher) 

• The Great Chair Mix-Up – Give students the opportunity to choose 
their own seats and own spots in lines….no exceptions. From the 
floor to a spot next a special friend, it will be a great experiment in 
seeing where your friends love to be! 

• Class Read-In – A reward that celebrates and promotes reading is 
always a win-win. Have students bring in their favorite pillow, a 
blanket, and a favorite book to share. Camp out on the floor and 
enjoy lots of extra reading moments! 

• Stinky Feet – Take off those shoes and rock learning in socks. This 
is a classic choice that brings out the 5-year old in any student! 

• Hat Day – Rock that favorite pilot’s day and teach the day in style! 
• Class Walk – Have you ever taken a silly walk? We love making 

sure our tennis shoes are extra-tight and putting them to work. We 
walk around our school in all different kinds of styles – robots, ninjas 
(low to the ground), bunny (hoping), granny (tiny steps), race car 
(arms out straight with quick walking feet), gymnast on a tight rope. 
After you’ve modeled a few, put a student in charge and see what 
types of walking-style they can create! 

• Dance Party – Turn on KidsBop on Pandora and jam. Make a whole-
class dance circle and give every friend a moment to showcase their 
favorite move!  

      



• Directed Draws – Art matters and there is never enough time for it! 
Directed draws are the perfect reward for awesome choices. From 
turkeys to snowmen to Dr. Seuss, we are all about showcasing our 
listening and art skills! 

• Guest Readers – From a favorite custodian to a friendly secretary, 
we love inviting special guests into our classroom. 

• Bubble Party – A set of 24 mini wedding bubbles can be purchased 
from hobby Lobby for $3.99 (If you don’t have a Hobby Lobby you 
can snag them on Amazon using my affiliate link). They are the perfect 
size, ridiculously fun, and a great excuse to visit outside for an extra 
10-15 minutes! 

• Science Experiments – Science just for the sake of science is THE 
best. From Making Music to the Great Candy Cane Experiment, the 
magic and joy of science is unstoppable.  

 

• Lunch Outside – Sunshine and fresh-air can completely turn a day 
around and add extra zeal to later learning. Take a trip outside to 
your school’s picnic tables or a concrete basketball court for a 
special lunch. (If you are going to have to do a bit of traveling 
consider inviting a parent to join you for lunch. An extra set of hands 
is always helpful.) 

 

• Show and Share – Definitely a more time-consuming choice, have 
students prepare 2-3 facts (to be shared in full sentences) about their 
show-and-share object. It’s the perfect way to integrate the CCSS – 
Speaking and Listening Standards into your celebration. 



 

• Special Writing Supplies – Just like Birthday Supplies, special 
writing supplies make any learner pumped for the day. From colored 
pencils to scented markers, pull out your most coveted supplies and 
put them to work!  

 

• Extra Play Centers – Morning Tubs have become a favorite part of 
our day and we love working towards an extra 10-15 minutes of 
exploratory, play-time! 

• Stuffed Friends – Stuffed animals make great listeners for beginning 
readers and they can be the perfect friend to teach the math concept 

you’ve been practicing!  
• Extra GoNoodle – Celebrate your class’s accomplishment over the 

course of the ENTIRE day. Decide on a number of extra GoNoodle 
breaks and sprinkle them throughout the day. It’s the perfect way to 
build suspense into your learning! 

•  
• Lunch in the Classroom – PBIS is all about building relationships 

and eating in the classroom is a simple way to do that!  Eat with the 
entire class or split the group into boys/girls taking two days to 
celebrate. This is such a fun, social time just to hang out with the 
amazing human beings you learn with each day.  



     

• Crazy Sock Day – Pull out the craziest socks you own and rock 
them outside of your pants. Putting silly back into your day is always 
a win-win. 

• Classroom Partners – Partner with a younger grade and be reading 
buddies with them for a few minutes. Have each student pick out 2-3 
books a younger student would enjoy and visit their classroom. It’s 
the perfect way to build reading motivating and allows your friends to 
feel oh-so-big. 

• Library Visit – Find out when the library is empty (typically when the 
librarian has planning) and take a special class trip. Allow students to 
lounge in their favorite corners of the library and enjoy some special 
read-aloud time from the librarian’s chair *gasp*! 

I D E A S  F O R CH O O S I N G R EW AR D S 

So, you’ve reached your class goal, now what? There are three main ways 
to choose the reward. (1) Students choose the reward before setting the 
goal. This way you all are working toward a specific goal. (2) Choose a 
reward yourself and work toward that reward. (3) Work toward an unknown 
goal. 
While I am all about a class-vote (which is highly encouraged in PBIS 
schools), using Decide Now (a .99 app) is the perfect way to build suspense 
and excitement into the reward. Regardless of what is chosen, everyone is 
happy because no one lost. Students know it was just luck-of-the-draw and 
you are able to add the choices that work for you and your schedule 

 


